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1853     Church in Turkey: a danger, remarked the ambassador in
his despatch, which " was carefully avoided in the Projet de
^ET. 66     jy.^ [Ultimatum] drawn up here."    In forwarding the Pasha's
To Lord     unofficial and personal comments Lord Stratford added : " My
Claren-                                    x                                                                               .
don,          own impression is that the amendments do not cover his objec-
i^Au'o- tions, but I have abstained from telling him so in order to incur no risk of encouraging an opposition to a Note so highly recommended."
On 14 August the Council of ministers held a stormy meeting, and the majority seemed determined to have nothing to say to the Vienna Note, with or without amendments. " They founded this determination on the preference they gave to ccxvi. the draft of a Note which the Porte had decided on forwarding 14 ug' to St. Petersburg through the Austrian Cabinet, and the declaration which had been formally made by Reshid Pasha . . . that nothing beyond the terms of that draft would be accepted." This was the opinion of the President, the Sheykh-el-Islam, the Finance Minister, the Seraskier, the Kapudan Pasha, Mohammed Rushdi, and two others. The Grand Vezir, Reshid, and Kamil Pasha, were for modification. Five ministers kept silence. The Council adjourned without coming to a formal decision.
Meanwhile the French ambassador, M. de la Cour, was ccxix. following a very singular course. He advised the Porte to 14 llg* accept the Vienna Note, but he coupled with this advice a good-natured alacrity in helping Reshid Pasha to draw up amendments to it, and he indulged in many brave words about the ulterior and active measures which France was prepared to take in support of the Ottoman Empire. He made inquiries about landing troops on the coasts of Turkey, and even asked whether the Porte considered the Dardanelles as already open to the passage of the Allied squadrons. No doubt he had authority from his Government to adopt this peculiar mode of recommending submission to the terms arranged at Vienna ; but it looked as though the recommendation were not genuine. Lord Stratford, however, who was not authorized to pull both ways, discouraged the Turks in any present expectation of armed support.
On 15 August Reshid Pasha told the British ambassador